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and for its commitment to human rights; 
and 

(3) recognizes the close and enduring rela-
tionship between the United States Govern-
ment and the Government of Lithuania. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 71—CON-
DEMNING THE GOVERNMENT OF 
IRAN FOR ITS STATE-SPON-
SORED PERSECUTION OF THE 
BAHA’I MINORITY IN IRAN AND 
ITS CONTINUED VIOLATION OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL COVE-
NANTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS 

Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Ms. SNOWE, and 
Mr. BROWNBACK) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions: 

S. RES. 71 

Whereas, in 1982, 1984, 1988, 1990, 1992, 1994, 
1996, 2000, 2006, and 2008, Congress declared 
that it deplored the religious persecution by 
the Government of Iran of the Baha’i com-
munity and would hold the Government of 
Iran responsible for upholding the rights of 
all Iranian nationals, including members of 
the Baha’i faith; 

Whereas, in November 2007, the Iranian 
Ministry of Information in Shiraz jailed Ba-
ha’is Ms. Raha Sabet, age 33, Mr. Sasan 
Taqva, age 32, and Ms. Haleh Roohi, age 29, 
for educating underprivileged children and 
gave them 4-year prison terms, which they 
are serving; 

Whereas Ms. Sabet, Mr. Taqva, and Ms. 
Rooshi were targeted solely on the basis of 
their religion; 

Whereas, on January 23, 2008, the Depart-
ment of State released a statement urging 
the Government of Iran to release all indi-
viduals held without due process and a fair 
trial, including the 3 young Baha’is being 
held in an Iranian Ministry of Intelligence 
detention center in Shiraz; 

Whereas, in March and May of 2008, Iranian 
intelligence officials in Mashhad and Tehran 
arrested and imprisoned Mrs. Fariba 
Kamalabadi, Mr. Jamaloddin Khanjani, Mr. 
Afif Naeimi, Mr. Saeid Rezaie, Mr. Behrouz 
Tavakkoli, Mrs. Mahvash Sabet, and Mr. 
Vahid Tizfahm, the members of the coordi-
nating group for the Baha’i community in 
Iran; 

Whereas, on February 11, 2009, the deputy 
prosecutor in Tehran, Mr. Hassan Haddad, 
announced that those seven leaders will go 
on trial at a Revolutionary Court on charges 
of ‘‘espionage for Israel, insulting religious 
sanctities and propaganda against the Is-
lamic Republic’’; 

Whereas the lawyer for these seven leaders, 
Mrs. Shirin Ebadi, the Nobel Laureate, has 
been denied all access to the prisoners and 
their files; 

Whereas these seven Baha’i leaders were 
targeted solely on the basis of their religion; 
and 

Whereas the Government of Iran is party 
to the International Covenants on Human 
Rights: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) condemns the Government of Iran for 

its state-sponsored persecution of the Baha’i 
minority in Iran and its continued violation 
of the International Covenants on Human 
Rights; 

(2) calls on the Government of Iran to im-
mediately release the seven leaders and all 
other prisoners held solely on account of 
their religion, including Mrs. Fariba 
Kamalabadi, Mr. Jamaloddin Khanjani, Mr. 
Afif Naeimi, Mr. Saeid Rezaie, Mr. Behrouz 

Tavakkoli, Mrs. Mahvash Sabet, Mr. Vahid 
Tizfahm, Ms. Raha Sabet, Mr. Sasan Taqva, 
and Ms. Haleh Roohi; and 

(3) calls on the President and Secretary of 
State, in cooperation with the international 
community, to immediately condemn the 
Government of Iran’s continued violation of 
human rights and demand the immediate re-
lease of prisoners held solely on account of 
their religion, including Mrs. Fariba 
Kamalabadi, Mr. Jamaloddin Khanjani, Mr. 
Afif Naeimi, Mr. Saeid Rezaie, Mr. Behrouz 
Tavakkoli, Mrs. Mahvash Sabet, Mr. Vahid 
Tizfahm, Ms. Raha Sabet, Mr. Sasan Taqva, 
and Ms. Haleh Roohi. 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak in support of a resolu-
tion that I am offering with my col-
leagues, Senators BROWNBACK, MENEN-
DEZ, SNOWE, and WHITEHOUSE. This res-
olution condemns the Iranian govern-
ment’s persecution of its own Baha’i 
community and urges the Obama ad-
ministration to speak out strongly 
against this continued injustice. 

The Baha’i Faith, the world’s young-
est independent monotheistic religion, 
was founded in Iran in 1844. Today, it is 
practiced by more than 5 million peo-
ple across the planet, from Bangalore, 
India to Beaverton, Oregon. Roughly 
300,000 of these adherents still live in 
Iran. Although Baha’i teachings em-
phasize equality, unity, and peace, Ira-
nian authorities have viewed the reli-
gion as an apostasy and have treated it 
as a threat since the beginning. 

The current Islamic Republic has 
been particularly hostile to Baha’i 
practitioners since its establishment in 
1979. In 1983, Iran’s government for-
mally banned all Baha’i religious insti-
tutions and criminalized membership 
in them and service to them. The re-
gime has officially recognized Chris-
tians, Jews, and Zoroastrians as reli-
gious minorities. It refuses to extend 
this same status to the Baha’is, even 
though they make up Iran’s largest re-
ligious minority. According to the 
State Department’s 2008 International 
Religious Freedom Report, the regime 
continues to create ‘‘a threatening at-
mosphere for nearly all non-Shi’a reli-
gious groups, most notably for Ba-
ha’is.’’ The government routinely 
seizes personal property from members 
of the Baha’i community, denies access 
to education and employment opportu-
nities, and detains Baha’is based solely 
on their religious beliefs. 

Last year, the Iranian regime impris-
oned seven leaders of the Baha’i com-
munity. In February 2009, Tehran’s 
deputy prosecutor announced that 
these seven leaders would be tried on 
charges of ‘‘espionage for Israel, insult-
ing religious sanctities, and propa-
ganda against the Islamic Republic.’’ 
Not surprisingly, the regime provided 
no evidence to support these prepos-
terous accusations and has refused to 
allow a lawyer for the seven to even 
meet with them. These actions are 
clear and unambiguous violations of 
Iran’s international commitments 
under the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights. Some in the 
international community have already 
condemned this mockery of justice, 

and rightly so. My colleagues and I be-
lieve the time has now come to add the 
United States Senate to this growing 
chorus of voices. 

Our resolution is simple and straight-
forward. It denounces the Iranian gov-
ernment’s persecution of the Baha’is 
and calls on the regime to immediately 
release all prisoners held for their reli-
gious beliefs, including the seven 
Baha’i leaders. It further calls on 
President Barack Obama and Secretary 
of State Hillary Clinton to work with 
the international community in con-
demning the Iranian regime for its re-
peated human rights violations. 

I hope that colleagues will join me 
and Senators BROWNBACK, MENENDEZ, 
SNOWE, and WHITEHOUSE in supporting 
this commonsense resolution. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 10—CONGRATULATING THE 
SAILORS OF THE UNITED 
STATES SUBMARINE FORCE 
UPON THE COMPLETION OF 1,000 
OHIO-CLASS BALLISTIC MISSILE 
SUBMARINE (SSBN) DETERRENT 
PATROLS 
Ms. CANTWELL (for herself, Mrs. 

MURRAY, Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mr. ISAKSON, 
Mr. LUGAR, and Mr. DODD) submitted 
the following concurrent resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 

S. CON. RES. 10 

Whereas the Sailors of the United States 
Submarine Force recently completed the 
1,000th deterrent patrol of the Ohio-class bal-
listic missile submarine (SSBN); 

Whereas this milestone is significant for 
the Submarine Force, its crews and their 
families, the United States Navy, and the en-
tire country; 

Whereas this milestone was reached 
through the combined efforts and impressive 
achievements of all of the submariners who 
have participated in such patrols since the 
first patrol of USS Ohio (SSBN 726) in 1982; 

Whereas, as a result of the dedication and 
commitment to excellence of the Sailors of 
the United States Submarine Force, ballistic 
missile submarines have always been ready 
and vigilant, reassuring United States allies 
and deterring anyone who might seek to do 
harm to the United States or United States 
allies; 

Whereas the national maritime strategy of 
the United States recognizes the critical 
need for strategic deterrence in today’s un-
certain world; 

Whereas the true strength of the ballistic 
missile submarine lies in the extremely tal-
ented and motivated Sailors who have volun-
tarily chosen to serve in the submarine com-
munity; and 

Whereas the inherent stealth, unparalleled 
firepower, and nearly limitless endurance of 
the ballistic missile submarine provide a 
credible deterrence for any enemies that 
would seek to use force against the United 
States or United States allies: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress— 

(1) congratulates the Sailors of the United 
States Submarine Force upon the comple-
tion of 1,000 Ohio-class ballistic missile sub-
marine (SSBN) deterrent patrols; and 

(2) honors and thanks the crews of ballistic 
missile submarines and their devoted fami-
lies for their continued dedication and sac-
rifice. 
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